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The international conference RELIGION, METEOROLOGY AND CLIMATE ANXIETY IN LATE 

ANTIQUITY seeks to explore the complex relationships between atmospheric phenomena, 

environmental uncertainty, religious practices and strategies of resilience in the Late Antique 

world. Within the framework of the Networks of Sanctity, Lived Religion and Climate Risk in the 

Post-Roman West (NEXUS) project, funded by the University of Innsbruck (UIBK) and based at 

the Institut für Alte Geschichte und Altorientalistik, the conference will examine how Christian 

communities in the late antique world interpreted, experienced and responded to climatic and 

environmental challenges, with particular attention to the ways in which religious strategies 

shaped these responses. 

Over the last decades, the study of the environment and climatic uncertainty in Late Antiquity 

has developed into a dynamic field of inquiry, significantly shaped by environmental history and 

ecocritical approaches. Scholarship has increasingly explored how late antique societies 

interpreted natural phenomena such as droughts, floods or storms, highlighting the role of 

perceptions of risk, crisis and resilience. Despite these advances, there is still much to be 

explored concerning the ways in which environmental uncertainty was mediated through 

religious narratives and practices, especially regarding ecclesiastical and lay actors and the 

devotional networks engaged in the symbolic management of climate-related risk.  
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In this context, the aim of this conference is to bring together scholars working on religion, 

environment and/or climate in Late Antiquity. Particular attention will be devoted to a range of 

themes related to adverse weather and its management in Late Antiquity, including (but not 

limited to): 

• the relationship between climate, disease and perceptions of risk in narratives of crisis 

and collapse developed within contexts of political, religious and social transformation;  

• the role of bishops and religious leaders in responding to environmental and public 

health crises;  

• the ways in which communities negotiated between official orthodoxy, creative ritual 

practices and everyday experiences of climatic risk;  

• representations of meteorological, atmospheric and natural phenomena in Late Antique 

literature, including poetry, hymnography, biblical exegesis, hagiography ecc.; 

• the religious, economic and social consequences of adverse climatic conditions on 

everyday life, including forms of indebtedness, scarcity and material loss associated with 

environmental crises. 

More broadly, the conference aims to reflect on how extreme weather events and disaster 

narratives contributed to processes of religious innovation, the construction of authority and 

cultural transformation in Late Antique and post-Roman societies. The conference particularly 

welcomes contributions engaging with ecocritical approaches, lived religion, hagiographical 

studies and interdisciplinary perspectives combining textual, archaeological and environmental 

analysis. 

The workshop will take place at the Institut für Alte Geschichte und Altorientalistik, University 

of Innsbruck, on 7-8 april 2027. Proposals including a title, an abstract and a short CV (each with 

a maximum length of 300 words) should be sent to Rocio.Suarez-Vallejo@uibk.ac.at before 17 

August 2026.  

Subject to the availability of funding, we aim to contribute towards travel expenses.  

The contributions are expected to be published in an edited monograph. 
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