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»Monument(al) clay“

International interdisciplinary workshop in Eichstatt (Germany)

Call for Posters

The international interdisciplinary workshop "Monument(al) Clay" organized by Louis Ne-
belsick (UKSW of Warsaw) and Nadin Burkhardt (Catholic University of Eichstatt-Ingol-
stadt) will take place at the Catholic University of Eichstitt-Ingolstadt on the 17-18th of
October 2026, The first day (17 October) will be devoted to lectures and poster presenta-
tions. On 18 October, a guided excursion to the Stidtteberg archaeological site with the ex-
cavation team is planned.

The contributors will focus on clay itself, its use in domestic and fortification construction,
as well as technical, conservation, experimental aspects of earthen architecture and its cul-
tural implications. Chronologically and geographically, the topics span the Bronze and Iron
Ages across aregion extending from Central and Southern Germany through Italy and Greece
to North Africa and the eastern Mediterranean.

The workshop is inspired by archaeological evidence that appears highly heterogeneous in
chronological, geographical, and technical terms, yet collectively points to a remarkably
broad spectrum of earthen construction techniques and applications. These range from the
use of clay in domestic and in the form of mud bricks defensive architecture at the Heu-
neburg, to the pisé (rammed earth) technique employed in the Bronze Age fortification wall
at Statteberg, to various earthen structures in North Africa, Bronze Age examples from the
eastern Mediterranean, Hellenistic fortifications in Greece, and the use of clay in architec-
tural repairs.

Through this workshop, we aim to bring these diverse bodies of evidence into a focused di-
alogue by discussing construction techniques, functional contexts, regional traditions,
knowledge transfer, and the respective architectural and environmental conditions under
which they developed.

Our objective is to bring together specialists from archaeology, architectural history, build-
ing archaeology, and materials science to foster an open comparative exchange based on
their individual case studies and experiences. The emphasis is not only on individual archae-
ological features but also explicitly on methodological questions: How can earthen construc-
tion techniques be reliably identified in the archaeological record? Which terminological and
analytical challenges arise? What patterns of distribution or connections can be recon-
structed through the use of clay (i.e., knowledge transfer)? Under what conditions are com-
parisons between different regions and chronological periods meaningful?
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The workshop is therefore conceived as a discussion-oriented format that promotes ex-
change between established experts as well as the active participation of early-career re-
searchers.

A poster session will be held on 17 October 2026, during which poster presenters will have
the opportunity to discuss their work. Posters may also be submitted without attending the
workshop in person, and return shipment of posters is possible upon request. The poster
session offers a forum for presenting and discussing original hypotheses, as well as ongoing
or completed research projects related to the workshop theme. Early-career researchers are
especially encouraged to participate.

Applications for poster presentations should be submitted by 8 August 2026 via email to
Nadin.Burkhardt@ku.de and L.nebelsick@uksw.edu.pl.

Please submit a description of the proposed poster of 300-500 words as a Word or PDF
document. [llustrations may be included in the abstract. Submissions may be written in ei-
ther German or English.

The abstract should include:

e the title;

¢ the names and contact details of the author(s);

e institutional affiliation(s), where applicable;

e a description of the methods employed and the principal results (for scientific posters),
or the main arguments (for discursive or theoretical posters);

e asummary of the research topic or question addressed by the poster;

o references and image credits.

Following acceptance, contributors will be asked to submit their posters in printed A2 or
A1 format by post.

Posters should preferably be prepared in English. Posters in German, French, Italian, or
Polish are also welcome. If a language other than English is used, the poster should include
an English-language abstract.

The workshop organizers will review all poster applications and notify applicants of the out-
come by 30 August 2026.

Travel expenses must be covered by the poster presenters themselves.
We look forward to receiving your submissions.

Nadin Burkhardt and Louis Nebelsick
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